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PREMIER�S STATEMENT 
Presentation 

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee � Premier) [4.35 pm]: I rise today to present the government agenda for 
2008. Before I begin, I wish you, Mr Acting Speaker, the Speaker and everybody else all the best for the year, 
2008. It promises to be yet another momentous year in Western Australia. 

Parliament should be a place in which not only are laws made, but also examples are set for the rest of the 
community. In the nineteenth century the Western Australian Parliament became the second Parliament in the 
nation, after South Australia, to extend the franchise to women; that is, in 1899 women were granted the right to 
vote in Western Australian state parliamentary elections. The exception to that were Aboriginal women, who, 
like their menfolk, had to wait until 1962 for the privilege to vote. Two decades into the twentieth century, in 
1920, women were allowed to stand as candidates for Parliament, and in 1921 Edith Cowan won a seat in the 
Western Australian Parliament. She became the first woman elected to an Australian Parliament. In 1990 Dr 
Carmen Lawrence became Western Australia�s, and Australia�s, first female Premier, and in 2001 Hon Carol 
Martin, member for Kimberley, became the first female Indigenous member of any Australian Parliament. Mr 
Acting Speaker, that is a good record. 

It is unacceptable that in the first decade of the twenty-first century the treatment of some women in this 
Parliament�members and staff�leaves them feeling that there is no place here for them. There is something 
dramatically wrong that this should be allowed to happen here in the Parliament of Western Australia. We 
should seek to lead the nation in respecting the dignity and the rights of every citizen�of all women. Here, in 
the Parliament, we should lead the nation. This Parliament should not be cast as a boys� club where the 
behaviour of sexist yobbos is not just tolerated but is rewarded. It is completely and utterly unacceptable. 

Point of Order 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Acting Speaker, the Premier�s Statement is an opportunity for the Premier and the 
government of Western Australia to outline a legislative program and to comment on major policy issues. Never 
in the history of this Parliament has it been used for a political attack. What the Premier is about to do, what he 
has started to do, is quite inappropriate. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Mr Acting Speaker, there is no basis for the point of order whatsoever. The Premier is 
making statements about the year ahead and if he sees issues as important, whether specific to legislation or not, 
he is simply commenting on those. I do not think it appropriate that the member should take a point of order to 
disrupt the Premier when he is making his statement. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): There is no point of order and the opposition will have a chance 
to reply to the Premier�s Statement. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I would think that this is a very serious policy issue! 

Mr Acting Speaker, I referred to the fact that Indigenous Western Australians were not granted the vote in state 
elections until 1962. That is yet another detail in a mosaic of disadvantage that represents the historical 
relationship of Indigenous Western Australians in the broader community. There is still much to be done here; 
much to put right. One of those things, one which should have been among the easiest, was done by our new 
Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, just two weeks ago on Wednesday, 13 February. Kevin Rudd�s speech to the 
federal Parliament, in which he apologised to the stolen generations, was, I believe, one of the great speeches by 
a political leader in our nation�s history; it was certainly one of the best that I have ever heard. It was a statement 
long overdue and, for those who were in the federal Parliament or who were perhaps where groups of Indigenous 
Australians had gathered to hear the Prime Minister�s words, I am sure it was a moment in time they will never 
forget. In 1997 my predecessor, Geoffrey Gallop, and his predecessor, Richard Court, jointly sponsored a motion 
in this Parliament to apologise to the stolen generations in our state. Eleven years later, at the beginning of the 
post-Howard era, the federal Parliament delivered its own bipartisan apology. It truly saddens me that John 
Howard could not do it and that he could not attend when the apology was delivered. That is now a matter for 
him as a private citizen.  

We look forward with a sense of optimism to a new and constructive relationship with the federal government in 
which we can together, and in partnership with Indigenous people, more successfully tackle the difficult and 
often complex issues in Indigenous communities. It is not short-term work. Not much of the work of any 
government that is serious about reform and development could be categorised as short-term work. Ours is a 
government of reform and development. Ours is an agenda that stretches way beyond this year and the next. 
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Indeed, it stretches for decades to come. We are building Western Australia. Our task in government is to build 
Western Australia. We are developing our brilliant West on a scale that has never been seen before. We are 
making decisions for the next generation, not for the next election. We have broken out of the political cycle. We 
are pitching for the next generation. We are building the economic, social and cultural infrastructure of our state. 
It is an investment in our people, in education and training, in our health system and in protecting the 
community.  

We are making Western Australia the envy of the nation. Western Australia is brimming with optimism, 
confidence and unlimited potential. We are the envy of the nation. Our economy has never been stronger. This 
year it is expected to grow by seven per cent. We can compare that with an economy that was contracting when 
we won office. Unemployment has never been lower. At 3.3 per cent it is the lowest in the country, compared 
with 6.4 per cent when we came to office. Under this government an additional 200 000 people have jobs. In a 
state with a population of two million, that is phenomenal.  
Real business investment has never been higher, surging by almost 200 per cent in the past six years. Just 
recently the management of the state�s finances was given a ringing endorsement by the international agency 
Moody�s Investors Service. In reaffirming our AAA credit rating, Moody�s recognised what it termed the state 
government�s prudent fiscal management. Moody�s also noted that the government�s informative and 
comprehensive annual financial statements, as well as periodic interim statements, offer a high degree of 
transparency.  
It is not just our economy that is generating confidence in Western Australia�s future. The change of government 
in Canberra has also inspired a new sense of optimism. At last we have a federal government that is prepared to 
work with us, not against us. At last we will have a real chance to end what the Prime Minister has labelled the 
blame game in health and education and to progress real reform and achieve better results. I am confident that 
under Kevin Rudd�s leadership that can and will be done.  
Our agenda is built on a strong record of achievement. I have mentioned our state�s economic success story. We 
have invested heavily in what we and the community see as our priorities. We have hired more than 1 800 nurses 
and cut waiting lists for elective surgery by more than a third. We have upgraded 22 hospitals and we are 
currently upgrading a further 27 hospitals and health centres. Just last week the Minister for Health opened a new 
hospital at Fitzroy Crossing, where, incidentally, a new $34 million school is under construction.  

We have exceeded all apprenticeship and training targets, an area we sought to rectify when we came to 
government. We have exceeded all our targets. More than 35 000 people are in training positions, which is an 
increase of 90 per cent. There are now 1 300 extra teachers in the school system. We have built 50 new schools, 
11 of which are opening this year. We have raised the school leaving age from 15 years to 17 years to ensure that 
all kids are either in school, in training or at work. Doing nothing is no longer an option. In the area of 
community safety we have recruited 420 extra police�and there will be more. The results are there for all to see. 
The home burglary rate has been cut by 35 per cent and the car theft rate has fallen to 28 per cent. We are 
building Western Australia for the generations to come.  
We were the first state to take the effect of climate change on our water supply seriously and we now lead the 
nation in water security. Australia�s biggest desalination plant is now providing 17 per cent of the integrated 
water supply and planning for a second is well underway. It will be built. The Perth-Mandurah railway is up and 
running and providing a world-class service to the residents of the rapidly growing southern corridor. It is 
entirely debt free. The result of that activity is real and positively impacts on the lives of Western Australians. 
We have that record, but there is still much to be done.  
Our core priorities are and always will be health, education and community safety. We will strengthen standards 
in literacy and numeracy. We support national literacy and numeracy testing and ensuring that the results are 
provided to both parents and schools in a meaningful way. We will pursue new measures to improve student 
behaviour, building on our existing behaviour management and discipline strategies. We are piloting three 
secondary behaviour centres to withdraw disruptive students from the classroom. We understand the challenges 
in recruiting and retaining teachers and we are implementing new measures to achieve that.  
Our health reform program is delivering new hospitals and improved health services in the communities in 
which they are needed. We are pursing a multi-pronged approach to better service the community and to help 
hospitals better cope with increasing pressure. It is all about appropriate care in appropriate settings. It is a 
reformation of our health system on a massive scale. For example, our expansion of the Hospital in the Home 
and Rehabilitation in the Home programs is allowing an extra 220 patients on a daily basis to receive treatment 
at home instead of at a hospital. Our new general practitioner clinics established near emergency departments are 
assisting in relieving the pressure on emergency departments. Other strategies have also been introduced to 
increase bed numbers and to reduce elective surgery waiting lists.  
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The Western Australia Police is also receiving the resources, technology and support that it needs to keep our 
communities safe. Our legislative agenda will empower the police with the laws they need to do the job more 
effectively.  
Western Australia is changing for the better. There is no greater or more visible demonstration of that change 
than our infrastructure agenda. People can see what is happening with their own eyes. We are building vital state 
infrastructure to service our community, drive our economy and make WA a better place to live. There has been 
massive change in the areas of health, education and community safety. Our infrastructure program is huge. 
When we came to government, our spending on capital works represented about 18 per cent of the state budget. 
This year it is 32 per cent. Over the next 10 years we will be investing $4.6 billion in new health infrastructure 
around the state. We are rebuilding Rockingham-Kwinana District Hospital. We will begin upgrading Joondalup 
Health Campus this year. Within the next few years we will begin the upgrade of Osborne Park Hospital and the 
construction of the new Midland health campus. We will also spend $40 million on redeveloping and expanding 
existing emergency departments, including at Royal Perth Hospital, Peel Health Campus and Armadale-
Kelmscott Memorial Hospital. As everybody knows, detailed planning continues on our flagship hospital, Fiona 
Stanley Hospital at Murdoch. 

In education we have built, planned and announced 65 new schools since coming to government, and we will 
spend $1.4 billion on education infrastructure in this term alone. We will also add to the 20 police stations that 
we have opened since 2001. Our massive investment will also continue in key economic infrastructure. In this 
financial year alone, we will spend $890 million on improving the safety and reliability of our electricity 
network. We inherited a ramshackle mess. We are rebuilding. More than $700 million is being spent on our road 
program, including the new Perth-Bunbury highway. Similar levels of investment are being committed to 
improving water, waste water and drainage infrastructure. 

Our regional centres are undergoing transformation. We have already built and opened the Albany police and 
court complex and have completed stage 1 of the Albany ring-road. We are funding the brilliant new waterfront 
development, including what will be an iconic entertainment centre. It is long-awaited and we will deliver it. In 
the south west we have seen massive investment in our schools and education facilities with five new schools 
already opened, and there is more to come. Three new schools are under construction at Dalyellup and outer 
Bunbury, as well as additional improvements to Newton Moore and Bunbury Senior High Schools. As in 
Albany, we are also investing in the transformation of Bunbury�s waterfront harbour, turning a former derelict 
site into a bustling mix of retail, tourism and residential developments. In Geraldton we have opened the new 
health campus, completed the port enhancement project and the first stage of the southern transport corridor. We 
are transforming the Geraldton waterfront, effectively turning the city around to face the ocean. At last we will 
bring the City of Geraldton to the ocean. We are committed to building Indian Ocean Drive, which will help 
unlock the region�s tourism potential. In the Pilbara we are investing in key economic infrastructure, including 
$105 million on the Utah berth project at Port Hedland, as well as the continued construction of stage 2 of the 
Karratha to Tom Price road at a cost of more than $125 million. In the Kimberley every hospital has been, or is 
in the process of being, rebuilt or upgraded as part of a $100 million commitment. The latest development is the 
new $15.7 million Fitzroy Crossing Hospital, which, as I have said, was opened last week by the Minister for 
Health. 
This is not a full list; it is a sample of an enormous program to deliver infrastructure to our regions. It reveals real 
progress in our regional communities that they have not seen the like of for a very long time, if ever. We are 
focused on getting the foundations right, but we have to go beyond that to build major projects that will serve 
future generations and are modern and world-class. Perth is transforming. It is becoming an international city. 
Work is already underway on the $300 million Perth Arena, which will become our state�s premier indoor 
concert and entertainment complex. Similarly, the Northbridge theatre is under construction. It will be a focal 
point for the renewal of the arts precinct and a major shot in the arm to the arts community in Western Australia. 
There are three more major additions. We will build a new multipurpose stadium at Kitchener Park, Subiaco. 
This will be, I anticipate, an iconic stadium to serve the Western Australian community for decades to come. The 
same can be said of our decision to build a new state museum at East Perth. It will become a destination in its 
own right and will be a significant contributor to the cultural life of the state. Finally, we have the most 
significant project to transform our city�the Perth waterfront project. The project will give Western Australians a 
true waterfront precinct that embraces our greatest natural asset, the Swan River. Planning will start this year. 
We expect that the major physical works for stage 1 will commence during 2011-12. Completion is scheduled 
for 2015. This will transform the City of Perth in a way that has scarcely been imagined possible before. We 
need to be very clear that these new infrastructure commitments will not come at the expense of the 
government�s priority areas. They will be done, and done properly. All of them are once-in-a-century projects. 
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The stadium, the museum and the waterfront development are the sorts of projects that governments embark 
upon about once every 100 years, and we are doing them at the same time. 

Like no other government before, we are building Western Australia. I firmly believe that we have the right 
infrastructure program to meet the future needs of the state. Many big challenges will remain, such as meeting 
the growing impact of climate change, improving housing affordability, reducing the skills shortage, and 
addressing disadvantage in Indigenous communities. The government has the appetite, ability, policy and drive 
to do the work to meet those challenges. As Professor Ross Garnaut�s interim report warned last week, climate 
change is a problem that must be addressed now. Federal and state agencies are developing a national emissions 
trading scheme. The final shape of that scheme is still being determined, but in the meantime we are investing 
more than $100 million in a comprehensive plan to reduce carbon emissions in Western Australia and to 
encourage renewable energy. We want innovation to drive solutions. I believe that this is where the answer is�
technological innovation. Step change in technology is the way forward in addressing climate change. That is 
why we established the low emissions energy development fund to support new technologies that cut greenhouse 
gas emissions. The answer lies in technological change. 

We are seeing a similar kind of innovation in the way we are tackling housing affordability. Our First Start 
shared equity scheme for first home buyers has now been recognised nationally for its innovation. As members 
will know, First Start provides up to 30 per cent equity for singles and couples and up to 40 per cent for families 
on homes valued at up to $365 000. The scheme has been very, very well received by the community and is 
helping low and middle income earners own their first home. Of course, this is not the only measure. The 
decision to abolish stamp duty for all first home buyers of houses under $500 000 has also had a positive impact. 
The First Start program demonstrates that thinking outside the box, doing things differently and looking for new 
solutions can deliver excellent results. 

We are also meeting the skills shortage. I recall the debate about the need to skill our population more and to 
change policy and the way we do things. We have trumped every target set for apprenticeships and traineeships. 
That is hard to beat; we set a target and exceeded that target. We are still working hard with industry to look at 
new ways of improving the supply of labour; for example, we have dramatically reformed the apprenticeship 
system, slashing the time needed to complete apprenticeships in more than 30 trade areas, such as key building 
and construction areas. We are now working with the new immigration minister, Senator Chris Evans, to see 
how the commonwealth can assist the specific needs of our state in relation to the visa program. We have needs 
for additional labour that the other states do not have. We need a discrete policy approach to address those needs. 
The new federal government understands our position. 

As I have said, the Prime Minister�s apology to the stolen generations earlier this month was a watershed 
moment for Indigenous Australians and, indeed, for all Australians. It marked the beginning of a new era in 
Indigenous affairs. We are already working with the Prime Minister to address disadvantage in Indigenous 
communities. The Council of Australian Governments has committed to closing the life expectancy gap within a 
generation; halving the gap in mortality rates for Indigenous children under five years within a decade; and 
halving the gap in reading, writing and numeracy achievements within a decade. It will be a partnership between 
all levels of government and Indigenous communities that will deliver these outcomes. I have previously said 
that the key to addressing disadvantage in Indigenous communities is, ultimately, the creation of employment 
and economic opportunities.  

Last year the Western Australian government hosted a major Indigenous jobs forum that was attended by 180 
employers, Indigenous employment and training organisations and government representatives. We are now 
working with all these employers to get more Indigenous people into work in our state. 

The safety of our community is paramount and our legislative program reflects this. Today I announced a new 
initiative to ban repeat offenders from our public transport system. They will be banned from our trains and train 
stations, from our buses and from our ferries; they will be banned. We want people using public transport to feel 
safe. The initial bans will be established by regulation and will apply to people convicted of two or more 
offences of violence, antisocial behaviour, vandalism or graffiti. However, we also intend to introduce the public 
transport authority amendment bill to enshrine the ability of the chief executive officer of the Public Transport 
Authority to issue banning notices. The government is making a very clear statement that antisocial behaviour on 
our public transport system is unacceptable. We have developed a magnificent public transport system. It is, and 
I have used this phrase before, the envy of the nation. We want to make sure that the people who we are 
encouraging to use our public transport system can do so safely. Under our legislation, when banning orders are 
breached the courts will be able to impose penalties ranging from community-based orders to intensive 
supervision orders and, in the most serious cases, imprisonment.  
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Reckless behaviour is just as unacceptable on our roads as it is on our public transport system. Last year�s horror 
road toll was completely unacceptable to all of us, yet some people in our community continue to put the lives of 
others at risk through their dangerous behaviour on our roads. Although the majority of drivers abide by the law, 
those who do not can now expect to face even tougher penalties, and we make no apology for it.  

We were the first government in Australia to introduce legislation specifically targeting hoons. These laws have 
shown to be a success. Since 2004, more than 1 900 drivers have had their cars impounded. It is clear that some 
are still not getting the message, so now the penalties will get tougher. New legislation will be introduced into 
the Parliament that will provide an even greater deterrent. Under proposed changes to our hoon laws, police will 
be given the power to automatically impound vehicles involved in hooning offences for seven days at the first 
offence.  
Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: I know that members are excited about the news, but the Premier has more news, I am sure, 
that he wishes to impart and I ask members to allow him to continue his contribution.  
Mr A.J. CARPENTER: Thank you, Mr Speaker. This will be a very substantial increase from the current 48-
hour period. For a second or subsequent offence, this penalty will increase to 28 days. The new amendments will 
also increase penalties for reckless driving on our roads, which includes speeding by more than 45 kilometres per 
hour beyond the limit. The new laws will extend the definition of �road rage circumstances� to include incidents 
taking place in car parks and on private property. Previously, such acts have not been included by the definition 
of a �road� in the Road Traffic Act.  
Repeat drink drivers will also be targeted. Under the repeat drink-drivers legislation, repeat offenders will be 
required to participate in an alcohol ignition interlock scheme in order to regain their licence. Like the hoon 
laws, these laws will also enable police to impound or confiscate cars of repeat drink-driving offenders and those 
who drive without a valid licence. 
Illegal graffiti is a blot on our community. It costs residents and local and state governments time, resources and 
money. Last year we launched a new state graffiti vandalism strategy, including a telephone hotline, to allow for 
rapid removal, as well as new programs for local governments and community groups to implement anti-graffiti 
programs in their own areas. As well, we have purchased 12 closed circuit television cameras to target offenders 
in graffiti hotspots. As we know, graffiti vandals hate nothing more than having their dirty work removed 
quickly. Rapid removal is recognised as world�s best practice and the new legislation will help achieve this. The 
new local government amendment bill, to be introduced this year, will enable councils to enter private property 
to remove graffiti where it can be seen from a public place.  

The government will give the minister the power to ban the unacceptable practice of cage fighting by amending 
our professional combat sports legislation. The minister will have that discretion. 
The government will also be moving to overhaul our homicide laws. The changes we will introduce follow an 
extensive review of our homicide laws by the Law Reform Commission of Western Australia, and we are 
grateful for its work. The new bill will implement the recommendations from this review. Most significantly, the 
new laws consolidate the charges of wilful murder and murder into one charge. No longer will there be a 
distinction between murder and wilful murder. The government believes this will lead to tougher penalties for 
murderers and reflects community sentiment that the punishment should match the crime. As a result of this 
change the never to be released sentence will be available for all murders, rather than applying only to those 
perpetrators convicted of wilful murder. This means sentences carry a presumptive penalty of life imprisonment 
with a minimum 10-year non-parole period. It is anticipated that by simplifying homicide charges we will see 
more offenders pleading guilty, thereby fewer cases going to trial. Ultimately, this should save victims� families 
from the experience of a long trial.  
A second major feature of the new laws will be dealing with so-called one-punch homicide cases. This happens 
too frequently. Sadly, too often we have seen cases where the accused has walked free despite being responsible 
for the death of a victim through a criminal assault. Under this scenario, an accused has been acquitted of 
manslaughter and the jury has not been presented with alternative verdicts. We will be introducing legislation 
that will enable juries to consider alternative verdicts that will ensure that perpetrators do not walk free. The 
legislation will also create an appropriate offence dealing with one-punch killings.  
The new laws relating to self-defence will also be expanded to ensure that people who kill as a genuine means of 
self-protection, or to protect others, are not viewed as criminals. As the Attorney General has previously 
detailed, these changes will enable people to properly protect themselves without fear of criminal penalties.  
Another reform will result in the establishment of an offence of dangerous navigation causing death to cover 
boating, similar to dangerous driving on our roads.  
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As well as new legislation, the government expects the Parliament to deal with those bills already before it. The 
Duties Bill will reform an outdated Stamp Act and will help streamline stamp duty legislation in this state. We 
are committed to the introduction of mandatory reporting by doctors, nurses, police and teachers of any evidence 
of child sexual abuse. That bill is currently in this house. As I have stated publicly, there is a mountain of bills 
before the upper house that we expect to be passed. We expect an improvement in its productivity. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order!  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: I note the Legislative Council has increased its productivity in its first few days of 
sitting, and I hope this trend continues, because if it does not, we will provide it the opportunity to sit more 
weeks. We expect the Council to do its job and not be used as a political instrument to frustrate the government�s 
legislation. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order!  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: We expect the Council to consider our legislation and deal with it in an appropriate 
time frame. Proposed government legislation, such as the Cross-Border Justice Bill 2007, the Security and 
Related Activities (Control) Amendment Bill 2007 and the Parental Support and Responsibility Bill 2005 should 
have been dealt with and need to be dealt with.  

Beyond this community safety agenda, other bills need to be addressed. We want the Nuclear Facilities 
Prohibition Bill 2007 passed. The legislation, as members know, will ban the construction or operation of a 
nuclear power plant in Western Australia. Clearly, part of the reason behind the new laws was the 
commonwealth government�s increasing push for nuclear power. Although John Howard and that threat may 
have now gone, there is another potential threat right here in this Parliament�the Western Australian opposition. 
Just this week we saw the shadow Minister for Energy, John Day, calling for nuclear power to be part of a long-
term solution for climate change here. I cannot agree with him. 
Mr J.H.D. Day: Any sensible observer would make that observation.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER: No sensible observer of the Western Australian economy would make such a 
suggestion. 
The federal election saw voters overwhelmingly reject the WorkChoices legislation. Instead of giving greater 
security and protection to the most vulnerable workers in our community, WorkChoices took their rights away. 
The state government�s Industrial and Related Legislation Amendment Bill amends a range of laws, with a key 
aim to increase protection for these workers. These laws, which again are waiting in the upper house, will give 
greater protection to injured workers and children. For example, the new laws limit unpaid trial work for young 
people to just one day a year and reinstate child protections previously lost. The new laws, importantly, will also 
improve occupational and safety protection in the workplace and give workers better access to the common law. 
Similarly, the Employment Dispute Resolution Bill aims to improve industrial relations in Western Australia. 
These bills are also before the Council and waiting to be passed. 
Mr Speaker, I have presented to you and the Parliament a massive agenda for the state that goes well beyond the 
next year or two. It is an agenda to provide benefits for Western Australians for decades and generations to 
come. The agenda is long term. Great societies build their infrastructure, educate their community, support the 
sciences and support the arts. That is what we are doing, making ours a great society. That is our agenda. We are 
planning for the generations that will come after us. We have a sweeping infrastructure program that is 
transforming this state. We are meeting the key challenges that we face as a community. Our agenda, as I have 
shown today, is backed by a strong legislative program. We are building Western Australia. We are changing 
Western Australia for the better out in the community and in this place. 

Consideration 
The SPEAKER:  The question is � 

That the Premier�s Statement be noted. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [5.16 pm]: This is a very opportune time to comment on the Premier�s 
Statement, particularly on some of the latter comments he made in his speech. Let us start with law and order, 
because that is very close to my heart. He and the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure announced today in 
the city that they would get tough on people who misbehave on trains. What he did not tell you, Mr Speaker, is 
that Transperth is supposed to have 280 security officers, but my information is that Transperth is 100 officers 
short at the moment and it is having to make the numbers up with some of the Chubb subsidiary security officers 
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to do the job that Transperth security officers are supposed to be doing. The government is short of not only 
security officers on the trains, but also police officers on the streets. There are 100 police officers, comprising 50 
in the city and 50 in the Peel area, to deal with the Mandurah train line. Those officers should be out on front-
line duties fighting crime. They have been taken away from that and put on the trains because the government 
has created a problem on the trains by doing nothing for such a long time. The government is short of coppers, 
prison officers, security officers on the Transperth system, teachers, nurses and everybody.  

What has the government done? Absolutely nothing! The trouble is that the Premier talks tough, as though he 
really means he will get tough on crime and antisocial behaviour, but his actions are a long way from his 
comments. What we heard today was a lot of spin and fluff and it was of no substance at all. It sounds good in an 
election year for the Premier to say that the government will get tough on criminals. What did the Premier say? 
He said that people who misbehave on a train will get a letter from the chief executive officer of Transperth 
telling them that they are very naughty girls or boys and they will not be allowed to travel on a train any more. If 
they do travel on a train, they will get a further letter from the CEO saying that they did not take any notice of 
what he said and that if they are caught on a train again, they will be taken to court and will get either a 
community-based order, which very few people ever do�many people do not start them let alone finish them�
or jail term. Can anybody see this government sending people to jail for misbehaving or causing graffiti on a 
train? This government will not even send to jail perpetrators who violently assault our police officers. I will 
come to that in a moment. 

Dr S.C. Thomas: Didn�t they cut out short jail terms? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Exactly. The Attorney General abolished prison sentences of six months and less. What 
will people get for causing graffiti on a train? Will it be 12 years� imprisonment? I am not belittling the problem, 
because it is a serious problem and it needs tough action. I will support the government all the way if its actions 
meet the Premier�s rhetoric, but I do not think they will. Unless some minimum mandatory sentences are in 
place, the courts will not impose a prison sentence on somebody who has caused graffiti and disobeyed the 
orders of the CEO of Transperth. What a lot of absolute rubbish we have heard today! We have heard nothing 
serious.  

I turn now to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, because the government has said today that the 
government will get tough on driving hoons. The government has said that it will not be impounding vehicles for 
48 hours any more. When I moved an amendment in this house last year to increase impounding periods from 48 
hours to seven days, the Minister for Police said that it could not be done. He said that the government was not 
allowed to do it and that it must be done through the court system because it is a court sentence. I said to the 
Attorney General that this Parliament is the highest court in the state. However, each and every government 
member voted against the amendment. Now it is an election year. They do not want us to talk to people in 
marginal seats and tell them that their members voted against my amendment, which was to increase impounding 
periods from 48 hours to seven days.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: Caught out again! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Absolutely, caught out all the time. What we also have under this government is 60 000 
suspended drivers. The number of unpaid fines has risen from approximately $130 million to nearly 
$200 million. Government members try to tell us that it is tough on crime and tough on criminals. They are the 
weakest bunch of people I have ever met in my life. They can smile because they know it is a bit of a joke as far 
as they are concerned. They know that whatever they say today or in this election year, their actions will not 
fulfil the commitments and the promises that they will make to the people of Western Australia. They will be 
like the promises they made in 2001. The Treasurer knows which one I am talking about�no new taxes and 
charges and all the rest of it. Almost the first week the Labor Party was in government, the premium property tax 
was introduced.  
People do not believe what the government says any more. The Premier is saying that he wants to send people to 
prison if they do not behave themselves on our trains. I do not have a problem with that. The Premier would have 
a job finding someone tougher on criminals than me. I would send a lot of people to jail if they committed any 
violent or serious crimes but the Premier would not do that. I want to put out a challenge to the Premier. Today I 
gave notice of a bill that I will introduce tomorrow relating to assaults on police officers and public officers. It 
provides that minimum mandatory sentences be given to anybody who commits a serious assault against one of 
our police officers or public officers. I wonder if the Premier will support that legislation. I am telling the 
Premier right now that police officers and the police union support the private member�s bill that I am 
introducing on behalf of the Liberal Party, which will impose minimum mandatory sentences for those people 
who commit violent assaults against our hardworking police officers.  
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I want to see what the Minister for Police and Emergency Services does. I want to see what his commitment is. 
Next time I go to a graduation ceremony with him, I want to see what look he has on his face when he has to 
explain to those new graduates at the graduation ceremony that he has not supported a piece of legislation that 
would ensure that those people who kick, punch and physically and violently assault our police officers will go 
to jail. He might say that they do go to jail under the present legislation. All he has done is increase the 
maximum penalty from 10 years to 14 years. It is nothing but a joke. I ask the minister to tell me of one person 
who was ever been sent to prison for 10 years for a serious assault on a police officer. He will not be able to tell 
me about one because there have not been any. I have carried out research that has shown that nobody has been 
sent to jail for 10 years, even though that was the maximum penalty that could be imposed by the courts. The 
minister knows what I feel about the courts. I would get rid of one or two judges and a few magistrates because I 
do not think they are carrying out the wishes of the people of Western Australia. They have their own soft 
agenda for those people who commit violent crimes. I want to give the minister one example. He might think this 
is a flash in the pan and that I have only just come up with this. In March 2006, when I was calling for 
mandatory sentences for people who assault police officers, it fell on deaf ears with the minister and his Premier 
and his colleagues. First Constable Michelle Ball was seriously assaulted by a great big fellow in a Derby park. 
He king-hit this policewoman. He was sentenced to 12 months� imprisonment in the Broome Magistrates Court. 
His sentence was suspended for 18 months. We have a bloke who seriously, viciously and violently assaulted 
one of our police officers�in this case a female police officer�but did not serve one day in jail. 

Mr M.J. Cowper interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Exactly. The bill that I will introduce and that will be read a first time tomorrow will 
ensure that there are minimum mandatory sentences for anybody who seriously assaults our police officers. I 
challenge the minister and the Premier, who talks tough but whose actions are very, very soft, to support that 
legislation. If they want to bring in some other legislation that is tougher than mine, that is great. If they can 
bring in something tougher, I will support them. Police officers and the police union support the legislation that I 
will introduce tomorrow.  
The Premier referred to the people who commit these crimes while travelling on the Transperth system. After 
they have received their two letters from the CEO and have been to court, they are given community-based 
supervision orders. I want to ask the Premier and the Minister for Corrective Services�I would ask her if she 
was here but she is not�where the officers from the Department of Corrective Services will find people to 
supervise them. At the moment 1 600 offenders are roaming our streets, either on parole or under supervision 
orders, who are not being supervised. Some dangerous criminals have been let out on parole without any parole 
officers to monitor what they are doing. As the law of statistics goes and as we have seen in the past, 
unfortunately some of those people who have been let out on parole will recommit. If they do not have anybody 
to supervise them, they are bound to. This is the commitment that we get from this government. At the moment 
1 600 offenders are walking our streets unsupervised. 
Mr M.J. Cowper interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Absolutely. The Premier might ask how I know all this and say that I am making wild 
statements. I have the figures from the Department of Corrective Services, and I have had meetings with the 
union and with workers�either parole officers or supervision officers within the Department of Corrective 
Services. They are absolutely at the end of their tether. This problem relates to both the juvenile system and the 
adult system. It occurs in virtually every district. I ask members to name a district, and I will tell the house the 
number of orders and the number of team people that district has. 
Mr M.J. Cowper: Peel. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will look at Peel and the towns of Rockingham and Mandurah. There are not too many 
criminals in the area of the member for Mandurah. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Because they are clean, decent people. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, there is the odd manslaughter down there. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: You picked the wrong one there, didn�t you? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I was asked to by my colleague. The number of orders, cases and reports they have to do 
is so great that they simply cannot manage to do them. The Community and Public Sector Union has its own 
magazine, which says �properly fund the Department of Corrective Services so we can keep our community 
safe.� That is what it is asking the government to do. It has the money and access to the funds. There is a whole 
story about this issue in that magazine. Then it refers to a �department in crisis� and �workload pressures 
recognised�. It is saying what I have been saying�that the Department of Corrective Services and the justice 
department have been in crisis for some years now and the government has done nothing about it. It goes on and 
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on. This brochure from the CPSU�it is sent out to a lot of people�contains some very interesting information. 
If members can get hold of it, they should do so. These problems occur in all areas. Some areas have more 
problems than others, but it is a serious problem that we need to address. The government needs to recognise that 
not only do we need more parole officers and supervision officers within the Department of Corrective Services, 
but also we need more prison officers because the prisons and juvenile detention centres are full to capacity. 
Banksia Hill Detention Centre and Rangeview Remand Centre are full. If there are any problems now, one has to 
empty one cell out to put another prisoner in. The government has not added one new prison cell in the nearly 
eight years that it has been in government, even though the population of WA has grown exponentially and the 
number of crimes that have been committed has increased. The reason that the number of crimes has increased is 
that people are getting away with all sorts of crimes because they are not being sent to jail. These people should 
be sent to jail. The number of violent crimes committed by young people has increased by 20 per cent in the past 
year. That is a heck of an increase. I was asked today by the media why I thought that was the case, and I said I 
blame the government in the main. I also blame some of the judiciary. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Where did you get that figure of a 20 per cent increase from? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The minister should ask the Commissioner of Police. He has commented on it as well. It is 
from the official figures, I assure the minister, of violent crimes by young people. The minister can find out for 
himself. The commissioner is the one who made the comment, and I was then asked to comment, and I was 
happy to do so. There has been a tremendous increase in the number of violent crimes committed by young 
people. I was asked why do I think that is the case. I said I think that is the case for two reasons: the abuse of 
drugs and the abuse of alcohol. It is due to the abuse of both those substances. I was told that the police 
commissioner agrees with my view. The minister is on the phone, trying to find out whether what I have said is 
correct! The minister is behind the eight ball at the moment. He is saying, �Johnson has just said there has been a 
20 per cent increase in violent crimes by young people. Get me the information!� The abuse of drugs and the 
abuse of alcohol are the two main reasons for that increase. This government has a lax and easy-going attitude to 
drugs. That is particularly the case with cannabis. The government is saying to young people, �It is okay. You 
can still grow two cannabis plants if you want to. We don�t mind. You can still smoke as much cannabis as you 
want to. You can carry around a wad of cannabis if you want to, and you can smoke yourself to death if you 
want to with this vile, horrible, green, toxic substance, but if it is a really big wad and we think you might be 
selling it, we might punish you in some way.� That is one reason for the increase. 
[Member�s time extended.] 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The government has talked about alcohol abuse. However, this is the same government 
that is freeing up access to alcohol. The government wants to allow little bars to open up. The government wants 
to extend the trading hours for pubs and clubs. The government wants more alcohol to be sold. The government 
wants to allow bottle shops to sell alcohol every day of the week. What does the government think will happen 
as a result of that? Does the government think that will reduce the number of alcohol-related problems or 
increase the number of alcohol-related problems? What does the minister reckon will happen as a result of that?  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: I am listening with interest, because I usually find that the things you say are not true, so I 
will be checking that. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am sure the minister will be checking, and I am sure he will find that what I have said is 
true. I have mentioned the two main reasons.  

Another reason that more young people are committing violent crimes is that they are getting away with crimes 
that are less serious. How many times must a young person commit a crime before he or she is sent to a juvenile 
detention centre? We have heard of young people who have committed 30, 40 and even 50 crimes, and even then 
they are not sent to a juvenile prison. We have heard of people as young as 12 who have committed this number 
of crimes. What has this government been doing about that? Absolutely zilch! This government is not taking its 
responsibilities seriously. If these young people had been dealt with in a firm but fair manner when they had first 
transgressed and committed these crimes, the majority of them would not have gone on to commit more serious 
violent crimes or sexual assaults against other people in the community. What is the government planning to do 
with these young people? Where is the government planning to put them? Banksia Hill is full. Rangeview is full. 
Every prison in this state is filled to capacity. There is no more room in the inn. If these young people were put 
in detention for a while, perhaps they would not commit any further offences. It is not good enough to give them 
just a community-based order or a supervision order. The Minister for Corrective Services knows that there are 
not enough parole officers to supervise the offenders on parole.  
Mr J.C. Kobelke: You have been saying we are soft on criminals. You are now saying all our jails are full! 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is because this government has not built one extra prison cell in the past eight years. 
This government has spent absolutely nothing on building new prison cells because it does not think there are 
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any votes in spending money on extra prison cells. However, the government would have to be absolutely dumb 
not to realise that the massive increase in crime, particularly in violent crime, over the past 10 years �  
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The minister said �moronic�.  
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It certainly sounded like �moronic� to me. The point is that there has been a massive 
increase in population over the past 10 years, and a massive increase in crime �  
Mr J.C. Kobelke: That is simply not true. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, it is. The minister knows it is true. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: That is not true. You are just making it up as you go along. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The minister knows it is true. The minister needs to come out of his state of denial.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: You are just making it up as you go along. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, I am not. I am not making anything up. I am telling the truth. I am basing what I say 
on statistical information that I have received. I do not base what I say on a count-back of the number of crimes 
that were committed last year. The minister knows what I am talking about. The government comes out with 
figures as at the end of June and says the numbers have not increased by much from last year. A few months 
later, the government uses what it calls a count-back system and adds a few more numbers to that figure at the 
end of June so that the following year, at the end of June, the number is not as high. The government can fool 
some of the people some of the time, and it can fool all of the people some of the time, but it cannot fool all of 
the people all of the time. The truth is coming out about the minister and his government. The minister and his 
government are running a state of secrecy. They do not want anyone to know anything. The government wants to 
treat people like mushrooms. It does not want people to know the truth. What has the minister done about the 
nearly $200 million in unpaid fines? What has the minister done about the 60 000 drivers whose licences have 
been suspended? I suggest that as many as 70 000 people are driving without a licence, either because they do 
not have a licence, or because their licence has been suspended. What is the minister doing about that? The 
minister talks about road safety. People whose licences have been suspended because they have committed 
drink-driving or road traffic offences are continuing to drive, and even when they are caught again and their 
licence is suspended for an even longer time, they are still continuing to drive and commit offences. Tragically, 
one person whose licence had been suspended continued to drive and caused the death of an innocent young 
woman. What has the minister done about that? I know what the minister has done about the victim in that 
tragedy. However, the minister should have ensured that something was done prior to that, such as impounding 
the person�s vehicle, or putting wheel locks on his vehicle, so that he could not commit another offence on the 
roads. In many cases, the people whose licences have been suspended are the people who kill and injure many of 
the innocent victims on our roads in Western Australia. What has the minister done about that? Absolutely 
nothing.  

An election is coming up later this year. I suggest it will be in October or November. My money is actually on 
November, but it could be October. It will probably be soon after the Regional Parliament has been held in 
Bunbury, with all the fanfare. Bunbury is a significant area politically, so I think the Premier will call the 
election once the Regional Parliament has been held in Bunbury. 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I am quite keen on March!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I reckon it will be November. It could be October. It will depend on how long a campaign 
the Premier wants to hold.  

Dr E. Constable: It might be December. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It might be December, but my money is on late November. The Premier will certainly not 
go through until February.  

I want to go back to the number of serious assaults against our police officers. This is a matter that the minister 
should take very seriously.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: I do. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is good. We have all read about the assault on Constable Butcher, and on other police 
officers. The minister knows that, on average, three or four police officers are assaulted every day of the year. 
The pictures that I am holding represent the most serious incidents and are nothing short of horrific. When the 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services hears about the sentences that the courts hand down as a result of 
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his government�s legislation, he should hang his head in shame. The government will not support our legislation. 
The government will not introduce legislation to ensure �  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Why didn�t you get your colleagues in the upper house to not delay it for 18 months? They 
delayed it for 18 months. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: When does the opposition in the upper house have the ability to bring on government 
legislation?  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: It has the ability to delay it, and it has, year after year.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: What a feeble and disgraceful excuse.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: It�s the truth. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Minister for Police and Emergency Services would not know the truth if he fell over 
it. The minister knows that his government has the ability to bring on legislation in the upper house any time it 
wants. The government left the Criminal Law and Evidence Amendment Bill languishing for the past year. It 
was not on the notice paper as a priority any day of the week in all of the Council�s sittings. When the 
government was criticised for sitting on its hands while our hardworking police officers were being bashed and 
critically injured, it decided to get the legislation moving. It also decided to blame somebody else for the delay. 
That was the government�s line of attack. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services knows�I think he is 
a reasonably honest man�that it is his fault that that legislation has not progressed in the upper house.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Not at all.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Why is that?  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: I will show you the figures of the backlog of legislation.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am talking about that one particular piece of legislation. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: It is all the legislation up there.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Tell us about the legislation that the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is 
interested in, the one about which the government was critical of the upper house.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: It took 18 months to deal with it. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: My friend, legislation needs to be brought on before it can be dealt with. The Premier, the 
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, the Leader of the House in the upper house and the Attorney 
General needed to get off their backsides before it could be dealt with. If legislation is not put on the notice 
paper, it cannot be dealt with. The government controlled the upper house until very recently.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Again, you�re not telling the truth.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, the government did.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: We�ve never had the numbers in the other place�ever.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, it has. With its Greens mates, the government has always had the numbers. In the last 
term of government, the government had the numbers with its Greens mates. The minister knows that and I 
know that. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services should tell the truth for a change. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: You�re not telling the truth.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Minister for Police and Emergency Services should tell the truth, because he is not 
telling the truth now.  
Mr J.C. Kobelke: You just said something that was untruthful. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: What was that?  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: That we had the numbers in the upper house. We never have in 100-odd years.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The government has the numbers with its Greens mates.  
Mr J.C. Kobelke: They are not members of the Labor Party.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, they are to the left of the Labor Party. I realise that.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: And they vote with the Liberals as often as they vote with Labor.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, they do not! I hope the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is not misleading 
Parliament with that comment. The minister just said that the Greens �  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 26 February 2008] 

 p297c-311a 
Mr Alan Carpenter; Mr Colin Barnett; Mr John Kobelke; Acting Speaker; Speaker; Mr Rob Johnson; Dr Graham 

Jacobs 

 [12] 

Mr J.C. Kobelke: Vote with the Liberals as well as with Labor. 
Several members interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The minister said �as much as� they vote with Labor. Is that a truthful comment?  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: I am suggesting that they vote Liberal as well as Labor.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, the Minister for Police and Emergency Services said �as much as�. The Greens vote 
with the Liberals once in a blue moon. The minister has been caught out again. The minister is easily putting his 
size 20 foot into his mouth, and there is room to spare. The minister has spoken some untruths in this house. He 
has misled this house.  
Mr J.C. Kobelke: You said we have the numbers in the other house. That is not truthful or accurate.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, what I said, my friend, was that the government had the numbers together with the 
Greens. 
Mr J.C. Kobelke: Not the first time! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, I did.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: No, you didn�t. The member should check Hansard.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will. The minister should also check Hansard. He will owe me an apology tomorrow. I 
am sure that the minister will stand and apologise in this house. The minister has been untruthful in this house.  

My time is coming to a conclusion. I have so much more to say and so little time to say it.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: You will have another opportunity tonight, because we are going to deal with a message.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That will be a good opportunity to show the many examples of the government�s 
incompetence and the minister�s uncaring attitude and lack of commitment to our frontline police officers. I will 
wait with anticipation to deal with that message as it will give me another opportunity to show to the world the 
incompetence of the minister and the government.  

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [5.45 pm]: I thank the house for the opportunity to reply to the Premier�s Statement. 
Today�s condolence motion for our friend and colleague Trevor Sprigg was moving. Concern has been 
expressed about graffiti and the desecration of public infrastructure and public transport. Given that I am taking 
over from Trevor as opposition Whip, I am quite happy to take on his private members� bills. One bill seeks to 
amend the Criminal Code to prevent the sale of spray cans to minors and to decrease young people�s temptation 
to desecrate public infrastructure. Trevor also introduced a private member�s bill that seeks to prevent and 
outlaw caged fighting. As a doctor, I think that that practice is abjectly brutal. I am happy to take that on in 
deference to Trevor.  

Earlier today the Minister for Corrective Services gave a ministerial statement about the concern over a death of 
an unfortunate gentleman who was being transferred from one site to another in a contracted police van. I will 
share with the house the incident of Andrew, a music teacher who is married with five children. Andrew lives at 
the back of my property in Esperance. Andrew gave a guitar to a customer on appro, but the customer failed to 
return the guitar. He let the matter go for a couple of weeks before deciding to take things into his own hands. In 
retrospect that was not the best choice of options. Andrew went to the customer�s residence and attempted to get 
the guitar back. A fracas ensued. To cut a long story short, Andrew was charged with assault and trespass. 
During the two years in which it has taken for that assault charge to go before court, as part of his bail condition 
Andrew has had to appear before the clerk of courts once a month. One Saturday morning I was called by 
Andrew�s general practitioner and wife. They told me that Andrew had been arrested and that he was being held 
in a cell at the police station. Andrew had been apprehended whilst taking his children home from basketball on 
the Friday night. The police had pulled Andrew over because he had a dicky tail-light on his vehicle. They did a 
computer search and found that, according to the computer, there was a warrant for his arrest. He was put into 
the back of a paddy wagon and taken into custody. Andrew�s children, whom he was escorting home from 
basketball, were put into a second paddy wagon and deposited on his front lawn. They were told to go into the 
house and tell their mum that the police had their dad down at the police station. He was taken into custody in 
the other paddy wagon. I was rung on Saturday morning by his distressed wife and his distressed general 
practitioner asking for my help. Andrew is a music teacher with a retail business who has lived in town for more 
than 10 years. He has five children. They are a lovely family. I went down to the police station and there was 
Andrew in the lockup because he had supposedly breached his monthly bail conditions by not being signed off 
by the clerk of courts. However, there was an administrative problem and the documentation did not go through 
to the Magistrates Court in Kalgoorlie. I broached the subject with the on-duty sergeant and said, �Sergeant, this 
man has not breached his bail. He did appear. He is a very reliable family man. He will say that he didn�t breach 
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his bail. Can you check with the clerk of courts?� The policeman said, �No; it�s Saturday morning. I can�t talk to 
the clerk of courts.� I said, �Excuse me; you get one of your officers and get in that car with the light on it and go 
round to the clerk of courts and get him, because this man is in custody because of an administrative problem.� 
Later in the day the clerk of courts verbally acknowledged that Andrew had attended. However, there was no 
documentation to prove that and the sergeant basically said, �I have a warrant for his arrest; it�s not up to me to 
question that. This man will remain in custody.� I asked the sergeant who could revoke it and he said that only a 
judge could do that. I asked him whether he could find a judge on Saturday morning and he told me that he could 
not. We were at the Esperance Police Station. What ensued was even worse. Arrangements were made to 
transfer Andrew from Esperance to the Kalgoorlie lockup. I asked why. They said, �It�s the 24-hour rule�, which 
means that they did not have the resources to keep Andrew in the cell at the police station, so they had to transfer 
him to Kalgoorlie Regional Prison, where he would face the magistrate on Monday morning. I asked, �How do 
you propose to get this gentleman to Kalgoorlie?� The Minister for Corrective Services is not in the chamber to 
hear the crux of it. They said, �We�re going to put him in the back of the paddy wagon and drive him to 
Kalgoorlie.� 
Mr R.C. Kucera: Is it a bench warrant that you�re talking about? 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: He allegedly breached his bail, and the bail condition was that he had to attend every month 
and sign his presence in town. 
Dr E. Constable: He had done all that. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: He had done all that. 

Dr E. Constable: He hadn�t breached anything. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: He had not breached his bail, but no documentation was available on the weekend and so 
there was a knee-jerk reaction and this gentleman was put in the back of the paddy wagon and taken to 
Kalgoorlie. I stood there and watched them put him in the back of the paddy wagon and drive off. We often talk 
about the best use of police resources, but what happened in this case? Two policemen were taken from an 
already understaffed police station to drive this gentleman to Kalgoorlie. Normally, another paddy wagon from 
Kalgoorlie meets them at Norseman and there is a changeover, and the Esperance boys go back to Esperance and 
the Kalgoorlie boys take the prisoner. That is very sad. I believe that policemen have better things to do than 
provide this transfer service. It is totally ludicrous and, I suggest, dangerous. This man was put in the back of the 
paddy wagon and driven to Norseman. In the meantime, great efforts were made to try to find documentation to 
prove that he had not breached his bail. We got information from Kalgoorlie that it was possible that he had not 
breached his bail. When they got to Norseman, they received advice from Kalgoorlie that he had not breached 
his bail. While they were filling up the van to take him to Kalgoorlie, they said, �You haven�t breached your 
bail. Here are your shoes and wallet. Sit in the front with us and we�ll drive you back.� Ten minutes later the 
Norseman Police Station got another communication from Kalgoorlie indicating that he had breached his bail, 
there was no real documentation and they would have to continue to take him to Kalgoorlie. They said, �Give us 
your shoes and wallet and get back in the back of the van.� He spent all weekend in the Kalgoorlie prison and 
then he faced the magistrate on Monday morning for a total of 30 seconds. The magistrate said, �I am very sorry, 
Andrew. There has been an administrative problem. You have not breached your bail. You are free to go.� 

Mr J.E. McGrath: Did they take him back? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Member for South Perth, that is the other issue. He had to find his own way back to 
Esperance. I was not going to raise this issue during my speech today, but it struck a chord with me, minister � 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It strikes a chord with me and I am the responsible minister. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: It was ludicrous to transfer this man when he could have been kept in Esperance while the 
matter was sorted out and it could have been cleared up by Monday. However, no, there is a 24-hour rule. The 
police did not have the resources to hold him in Esperance. They did not have video surveillance etc and were 
not geared up for that, so he had to go to Kalgoorlie. 

Dr E. Constable: How did he get back? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: He happened to find a friend in Kalgoorlie to come back to Esperance with. He could have 
got on the bus, but of course the bus probably would have left on Monday morning. That highlights to me a 
major dysfunction within the system. Potentially, there are severe occupational health and safety and duty of care 
issues. When the minister said �duty of care�, it rung a bell with me. Where was the duty of care in putting 
Andrew in the back of the paddy wagon? What if they had had a collision? What if they had hit a kangaroo or 
rolled the van? He had no restraints in the back of the paddy wagon. Okay, supposedly they are prisoners, but 
they are human beings and they have rights. Mr McGill�he will not mind me saying his name�had not 
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committed any offence and there was a potential that he could have been injured. He was certainly 
inconvenienced at great cost � 

Dr E. Constable: Anguish for his family. 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: Yes, and the anguish for his family. I believe there is a major dysfunction within the system 
if there is a knee-jerk reaction and this is what the police have to do. We need to address the problem because we 
have a duty of care. We might call them prisoners, but we have a duty of care to them. Whether they are black or 
white, we have a duty of care to them. It does not matter whether they are criminals or whether they have not 
committed an offence, as was the case with Andrew. What about the occupational health and safety issues of 
providing a safe and timely transfer service? That is not happening. That could be part of the reason for the 
recent unfortunate death. That is why I am speaking about this issue today. It is important that we make some 
changes because there could be other deaths, not just anguish, expense and the ill-use of police resources. 

I am opposition Whip and shadow spokesperson for the environment and climate change, which is almost the 
second-most poisoned chalice to the health portfolio. There is a fine line to walk in responsible environmental 
management without stifling industrial and economic development. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 
DR G.G. JACOBS: Before the break I was moving on to make some comments about my new portfolio of 
environment and climate change, although they were refuted by the previous shadow Minister for the 
Environment. I would like to thank the previous shadow minister very much for all his work over the past year 
and a half or two years, and for his hand-over briefing of this very important portfolio. I suppose some 10 or 20 
years ago environment was a Cinderella portfolio that had warm, fuzzy connotations. However, in the twenty-
first century, environmental change has come to the forefront. In contemplating how I would approach this 
portfolio, it is important to say that any approach to environmental matters should be scientific, consistent and 
responsible.  

[Member�s time extended.]  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: It should also be particularly post-Esperance and the lead debacle. We should ask: does the 
environment watchdog look after people? It must look after people�not only the environment and 
environmental health, but also the public health of the community. I will give a couple of examples. As members 
will have gathered, salinity has been one of my very important concerns. Dryland salinity in Western Australia is 
a pending environmental disaster not only for the agricultural region, member for Moore, but also for we as 
Western Australians whether we live in the country or the city. In recent times, the resource from Wellington 
Dam, which is a major resource, has been slowly turning saline. This government has developed a project that 
creates a diversion of the east branch of the Collie River before the water runs into Wellington Dam. As we 
know, the saline drainage problem has increased over time. It has been said by members on the other side of this 
house that it is all a farmers� problem because they have over-cleared the land, which has led to rising 
watertables and to the saline coming to the surface and draining into our waterways. However, we cannot look 
back; we must look forward. We need solutions. One of the government solutions to the problem of saline 
draining into Wellington Dam was to divert the eastern branch of the Collie River and drain it into a coal void�
a big pit left by Griffin Coal Mining. That was done to take away some of the significant saline water that is 
draining into the dam and therefore reducing the salinity readings in Wellington Dam. There has been a very 
minor reduction in the saline levels in Wellington Dam.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: I suggest it is actually quite substantial.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: The levels that have been quoted in the press, and which I have followed up with other 
reputable sources, indicate that they have reduced to just less than 10 per cent. A report suggested that one of the 
reasons was that rather than 14 gigalitres from the eastern branch being diverted, it has been only six gigalitres 
over time. However, the environmental issue I want to talk about is that, according to Hansard, in October the 
minister conceded that the Collie Chicken Creek coal void was full and unless a desalination plant were 
developed quickly, the void would be full and overflowing. The environmental concern I raise in the house today 
is that that coal void is overflowing. We know that that water will be exposed to heavy metals cadmium, cobalt, 
copper and vanadium. If it is overflowing, it will be taking those heavy metals back into the Collie system and 
into Wellington Dam.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: I really don�t believe that is true because I have not been informed of it.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: This is why we need to be scientific.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: We do. I have not been advised that it is overflowing. They did not divert more because they 
did not want it to overflow.  
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Dr G.G. JACOBS: It is recorded in Hansard that in October last year the minister said that this void was 
overflowing. That is of considerable concern environmentally.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: I have either said that incorrectly or misinterpreted it. I might have said that there was a 
danger it would overflow.  

Dr G.G. JACOBS: I quote from Hansard in answer to a question without notice as follows � 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE replied: 
The problem now is that the mine void is filled and if we continue with that diversion in future years, 
we will need to find a way of using or getting rid of that water from the mine void.  

I suggest to the minister, as the scientists will tell us, that there is a significant potential for the leaching of 
significant heavy metals into a large water body in a post open-pit coal mine. If, as the minister says, that void is 
full, there is a potential environmental problem. 
Mr J.C. Kobelke: I support you in saying that we need to look at the proper science. I just want to clarify with 
you that I do not think there is evidence that it is overflowing, because the diverted water is actually pumped in, 
and knowing it is full, no more is pumped. Therefore, I do not think that in fact it has overflowed. 
Dr G.G. JACOBS: I am quoting what the minister said, as recorded in Hansard. Responsible environmental 
management means being consistent. There is a proposal before the Minister for the Environment about 
extending the size of the Superpit in Kalgoorlie. I have no issue with development and, in this new shadow 
environmental portfolio role, I am not about stifling development. However, there is, as we speak, before the 
Minister for the Environment a recommendation of the Environmental Protection Authority about extending and 
having more product taken from the Superpit in Kalgoorlie by Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines. There are 
some issues concerning the buffer zones between the edge of the pit and the residents of Kalgoorlie. For any 
other operation, the buffer zone is 1 500 metres. There has been an amended licence provided to the company 
that allows it to decrease that buffer zone to 400 metres. There is now a proposal before the minister that that 
buffer zone should be 200 metres. There are already significant dust and noise concerns associated with the 
residents near the pit. I am not here to stifle development, but I am here to say that we should look at this 
scientifically, and we should be responsible and consistent. We must be consistent. If that buffer zone is to 
remain, in some fair and equitable way the residences that are close to the edge of the pit and within the buffer 
zone should be resumed. 
We must be responsible. In saying �responsible�, I reflect on the deep drainage solutions to salinity in some of 
the agricultural areas, member for Moore. There is a plan, which is near completion, for the construction of more 
than 50 kilometres of deep drainage to deal with rising watertables and salinity in an area of 10 000 hectares. 
This is a good project. However, there is one problem. Those drains have been constructed so that they discharge 
into a crown reserve. Most�in fact, all�of the arguments against deep drainage in dealing with dryland salinity 
in these areas are that we just shift the salt from one farm to another; we just shift it from one place and create a 
problem somewhere else. In Dumbleyung, there is a pending environmental disaster whereby we will wipe out 
the whole crown reserve. I have spoken to the minister about this issue. Those drains need to continue for 
another 20 kilometres into a natural sink called Lake Dumbleyung. Lake Dumbleyung is such a big water body 
that the discharge of 50 kilometres of deep drainage into that lake would change the salinity level by only four 
per cent. 
In closing, I say that my community has been through the worst environmental disaster in its history. I believe it 
was because the community thought it could rely on the environmental watchdog. The community said, �It will 
look after us. That�s what we pay taxes for.� There was a litany of problems in the process of exporting lead 
carbonate through the port of Esperance. I thank the member for Dawesville for heading up the inquiry, which 
went for more than five months. There have been some major issues that we and the state of Western Australia 
have learnt from. We now have issues with other bulk products, not only from Esperance, but also from all the 
other ports in Western Australia. How are we going to handle nickel? We understood and we understand�it 
came up in the inquiry but was not within the terms of reference directly�that we have been �nickelised� as 
well as being dusted with lead. Therefore, that brings us to consider the responsible management of these export 
products, and I thank the inquiry for that. However, we need to carry on. The Minister for the Environment has 
said that the government will not forget the people of Esperance until this problem is cleaned up and that it will 
not let them down. I suggest that many ceiling spaces in the houses around the port have high levels of lead. This 
government refuses to do a proper, comprehensive clean-up of those houses and their ceiling spaces. As the 
experts such as Brian Gulson, the expert from Sydney, say in their papers, if we do not deal with the lead in the 
ceilings, with time, as the houses age, the lead will come down from the ceilings into the living spaces and affect 
children, and particularly young children, because their brains and their bones are prone to leaching and having 
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lead in them. I suggest that we need to be responsible and scientific, and protect people from any environmental 
consequences. 
Debate adjourned until a later stage of the sitting, on motion by Mr J.C. Kobelke (Leader of the House). 
[Continued on page 331.] 
 


